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Stone Soup Leadership Institute's
Story of the Week: Perry Raso
Week of May 21-27, 2023

Farming the Ocean

“We need to make more p

cople aware that

Sunday: Perry Raso story
https://sustainabilityisfun.net/wp-
content/uploads/2021/03/perry-raso-fullstory.pdf
@perryraso @matunuckoysterbar
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/the-stone-soup-
climate-education-curriculum-marianne-
larned/1143266893?ean=9798218078522

aquaculture is a good use yp our waler
bodies. Aquaculture should be viewed in
the same way as sustainable agriculture.

Then we can really make an impact.”
Perry Raso

B LIFE BELOW WATER:

WHY T MATTERS

What's the goal here?

To conserve and sustain-
ably use the world’s ocean,
seas and marine resources.
Why?

Oceans are our planet’s

life support and regulate
the global climate sys-

tem. They are the world's
largest ecosystem, home
to nearly a million known
species and containing
vast untapped potential for
scientific discovery. Oceans
and fisheries continue to
support the global popu-
lation’s economic, social
and environmental needs.
Despite the critical impor-

tance of conserving oceans,

decades of irresponsible

exploitation have led to an
alarming level of degra-
dation. Current efforts to
protect key marine envi-
ronments and small-scale
fisheries, and to invest

in ocean science are not
yet meeting the urgent
need to safeguard this
vast, yet fragile, resource.
The drastic reduction in
human activity brought
about by the COVID-

19 crisis, while rooted in
tragedy, is a chance for
‘oceans to recuperate. It
is also an opportunity to
chart a sustainable recov-
ery path that will ensure
livelihoods for decades

to come in harmony with
the natural environment.

3 billion

marine and
biodiversity
livelihood
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Monday: UN SDG: #14 Life Below Water
@globalgoals
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/oceans/

Tuesday: Perry Raso Hero Report
@perryraso @matunuckoysterbar

https://drive.google.com/ffile/d/1SC8FrzPW6R8tIpy6]wIRou-909GVTDmw/view



https://sustainabilityisfun.net/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/perry-raso-fullstory.pdf
https://sustainabilityisfun.net/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/perry-raso-fullstory.pdf
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/the-stone-soup-climate-education-curriculum-marianne-larned/1143266893?ean=9798218078522
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/the-stone-soup-climate-education-curriculum-marianne-larned/1143266893?ean=9798218078522
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/the-stone-soup-climate-education-curriculum-marianne-larned/1143266893?ean=9798218078522
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/oceans/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SC8FrzPW6R8tIpy6Jw9Rou-9O9GVTDmw/view

Wednesday: UN SDG - history: 2012

1 S T T N Dups:/www.globalgoals.org/
@globalgoals
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Thursday: Terceira school: UN SDG photos (Carousel)
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Friday: Perry Raso Lesson Plan
https://sustainabilityisfun.net/wp-
content/uploads/2022/11/lesson-plan-perry-raso2.pdf

@perryraso @matunuckoysterbar
https:/www.barnesandnoble.com/w/the-stone-soup-
climate-education-curriculum-marianne-

larned/1143266893?ean=9798218078522
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Connecticut Will Require Public
Schools to Teach Climate Change.
Can More States Follow?

While Congress is unlikely to pass a national climate education bill any time
soon, there is an opportunity for local legislators to take similar actions.
By Sena Wazer

w2203

Starting in July 2023, public schools in Connecticut will be required

to teach their students about climate change. (Getty)

Saturday: 7he Nation: Climate Education

https://www.thenation.com/article/environment/connecticut-required-climate-change-education-

curriculum/

@thenation
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Connecticut Will Require Publiec Schools to Teach

Climate Change. Can More States Follow

While Congress is unlikely to pass a national climate education bill any time soon, there is
an oppertunity for local legislators to take similar actions.

Starting in July, every K-12 public school in

Conne: d to teach their students

ut will be reg

about climate change. Afte s of organizing from

environmental groups, advocates, and students, the
new standards garnered bipartisan support during an
education committee vote and passed during the
2022 legi session. These make
Connecticut the second state in the nation—after
New Jersey—to mandate some form of climate

education in all public schools

State Representative Christine Palm introduced the
bill four times before it finally passed. In prior years,
the bill faced pushback from lawmakers who
assumed that climate change was already taught in
most public schools, as well as those who weren't
educated about climate change themselves. “There is
active scientific debate among scientists and
others...about how much global warming is caused

by humans burning fossil fuels,” said Republican

State Representative John Piscopo, incorrectly, in
2019. “Why tie teachers’ hands to one side of a

debate?”

Climate Change  Public Schools  StudentN:

Without these legal requirements, there is no

guarantee that climate cha will be mentioned in

public schools—let alone taught accurately and

comprehensively. Bobby Sanchez, cochair of the
Education Committee, claimed that 90 percent of
schools already teach climate change. However, this
number was self-reported by schools, and students
claimed otherwise. In an informal survey of about
200 stdents conducted by Sunrise Movement

Connecticut, 55 percent of students reported not

receiving enough climate change education to make
“1 have to help
nce class
ar-old public school

informed decisions on the topic.
said

bring this up in all my
McKena Clemons, a 16

student and the communical
Movement Connecticut, I have 1o be annoying
about it.” a Mohamed, an organizer with the
climate ju Zero Hour and a
freshman at Ohio State University, said that her
climate education in Ohio “really depended on who

organization

the teac was” and “how much they cared,” with

covered

lessons

the occasional  surface-level

repeatedly. “Learning about clir

Mition.

Connecticul Will Require Public Schools to Teach
Climate Change. Can More States Follow?

While Congress is unlikely to pass a national climate education bill any time soon, there is
an opportunity for local legislators 1o take similar actions.

young people take ownership of the crisis that they
are unfairly inheriting. A study published in 2021 by
Nature surveyed 10,000 youth, ages 16-25, across
10 countries. 60 percent of youth surveyed reported
feeling worried or extremely worried about climate
change. By educating students on the solutions to
mate change—not only the problems—it allows

youth to take ownership of the situation, rather than
falling into hopelessness or despair,

While advocates are excited about this bill's
passage, many believe that it's also important o
integrate cli s more subjects.
Clemons said that ould also mention

e education acro

ASSTOOMS
racism and i i ity for

example. In September, New Jersey became the first
state to require climate change education. The state
has a more comprehensive cwriculum than
Connecticut, with climate education required in
virtually all subject areas—as opposed to only
science classrooms, The curriculum also integrates
information about how to act in “informed and
sustainable ways,” including through introducing

students to potential careers in the field.

In 2021, US Representative Debbie Dingell
introduced the “Climate Change Education Act™
This act would establish a grant program through the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
for institutions to expand or implement climate
change education programs and  professional
development. It stalled in the House subcommittee
on Environment and Climate Change. In March of
this  year,
introduced to Congress by US Representative
Barbara Lee. However, the bill will be difficult to
pass with a small Democratic majority and the high
level of congre:

another climate _education bill was

sional polarization around climate
change and public education

Despite the lack of national progress, the public is
overwhelmingly in favor of these propo:
requirements. Around_80 percent of teachers and

parents support climate education

‘While Congress is unlikely to pass a national climate

dentNal
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Connecticut Will Require
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Public Schools to Teach

Climate Change. Can More Slates Follow?

While Congress is unlikely to pass a national climate education bill any time soon, there is
an opportuniry for local legislators to take similar actions.

school felt like déja vu.”

From 2019 to 2022, I advocated for the passage of
Connecticut’s climate education bill after learning
about the work that Palm was doing to ensure that
students were receiving climate education. At the
time,
Connecticut. This placed me in an ideal position to
organize fellow young people to support and testify
for the bill. Over the next three years, 1 helped
organize over 100 students to lobby lawmakers in
person and virtually for the bill, submit written and
verbal testimony to the
Assembly Educ

pieces in support, and more

I was also directing Sunrise Movement

Connecticut  General

ion Committee, write opinion
I believe that the
especially
student advocates, was crucial in geiting the bill over

relentless pressure  from  advocates,

the finish line.

In March, the UN Intergovernmental Panel on
sixth_synthesis report,
which detailed the “widespread and rapid changes™
that have already occurred and are causing “damages

Climate Change released

Climate Change  Public Schools  StudentNation

1o nawre and people” especially vulnerable
communities. Even as climate change accelerates,
thousands of schools across the country are failing to
provide even a cursory climate change education. A

2020 report from the National Center for Science

Education rated 20 states a C+ or lower for how they
addressed climate change in their science standards,
with  six—Alabama, Georgi South  Carolina,
P Ivania, Texas, and Virgini; an F.

reads the report,
the standards essentially ignore climate change
altogether. In other cases, the standards address
sues ihat are part of the problem withour explicitly

or “global warming.
¢ whether a particular
an appropriate opportuwiity o

naming “climate chang

Teachers are lefi 10 asse
standard ~ offers

“We have o be equipped with knowledge about our
own world,” suid Mohamed. “We're not getting
that.” According to advocates, requiring robust
climate education in public schools could also help

Kition.

Connecticut Will Require Public Schools to Teach

Climate Change. Can More States Follov

While Congress is unlikely to pass a national climate education bill any time soon, there is
an opportunity for local legislators to take similar actions.

education bill any time soon, there is an opportunity
for other states to take action. Following the lead of
New Jersey and Connecticut, bills requiring some

form of climate education have been introduces
New York, C: 1, Massachusetts. According to
Connecticut state Representative Christine Palm, her
climate education bill finally passed four years after
she first introduced it due to two things: “the

in

engagement of young peaple who are fed up waiting

for older generations to take climate chaos

seriously™ and “simply wearing down the opposition
through persistence.” The time for more states to act
is now



